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BANKSIA’S	  AWARD	  ENTRANTS	  NEVER	  STOP	  INNOVATING	  
 
“Innovation is the specific function of entrepreneurship, whether in an existing business…or a new venture started by 
a lone individual in the family kitchen.”  
(Management Theorist, Peter Drucker) 
 
Innovation is about creating change, which sounds positive. But innovation is also about disrupting conventional 
approaches. Which sounds less positive if you don’t have the bravery, commitment and fortitude to meet the 
change head on. 
 
Entrants to this year’s Banksia Sustainability Awards vary greatly but all have qualities that make them 
innovators.  It’s why Banksia’s Award finalists and winners are able to benchmark themselves against other 
individuals, organisations and groups known for their disruptive innovation. 
 
Disruptive innovation is a phrase coined in the 1990s by Harvard professor, Clayton Christensen, to explain the 
phenomenon by which an innovation transforms an existing sector by introducing simplicity, convenience, 
accessibility, and affordability to replace complication and high cost. * 
*(Christensen, Clayton & Overdorf, Michael. 2000, Meeting the Challenge of Disruptive Change) 
 
A disruptive innovation initially appears inconsequential to mainstream society or business until, one day it has 
completely redefined entire communities and industries. The personal computer, Internet and mobile phones are 
prominent examples. Disruptive innovations appear all the time without us noticing. They’re like spot fires that 
become conflagrations. 
 
Sustainable development is the most significant disruptive innovation on the planet. Over the next decades it will 
make the mobile phone seem almost inconsequential. The UN is behind it big time, along with the record number 
of countries that adopted its Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
Banksia is on board, as are all the authentic business and community innovators we are dedicated to supporting 
through our annual awards. 
 
Innovation underpins sustainable business, so it makes good sense to celebrate it as the key theme for the 2016 
Banksia Sustainability Awards. This year, we are heroing the progressive, open, versatile and courageous 
characteristics that businesses and community need to be real innovators.  
 
The 2016 Banksia Sustainability Awards program is celebrating innovation because it prompts economic growth, 
nurtures entirely new industries and communities, encourages employment and secures processes that align with 
the requirements of our planet.  
“Innovation encourages sustainable practices and brings out the best in us all,” says Banksia Foundation CEO, 
Graz van Egmond. 
 
“We are proud of the platform we have provided for innovators over the last 28 years.  
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“From our humble beginnings as a one-night event to today’s entire platform for excellence, Banksia is now a 
catalyst for like-minded businesses and communities to come together to share sustainability ideas and achieve 
broader outcomes.” 
 

• In 2016 The Hon. Greg Hunt will be recognising two key areas through his Awards; excellence in 
Science and Research and those individuals who are working tirelessly and continually in their community 
as environmental leaders 

 
• New categories: Banksia Leadership in the Circular Economy Award, Banksia SMART Award and the 

Banksia Sustainable Cities Award. 
 

• Banksia would like to welcome our new sponsors: IAG for the Banksia Sustainable and Resilient 
Communities Award, Cleanaway for the Banksia Leadership in the Circular Economy Award and City of 
Melbourne for the Banksia Sustainable Cities Award. 

 
About the Banksia Foundation 
 
The Banksia Foundation is a national not-for-profit organisation, overseen by a national Board of Management, 
which promotes environmental excellence and sustainability through its Awards program and other associated 
initiatives. The Banksia Foundation was founded in 1989 by a diverse group of 44 Australians who shared a 
common goal to do more to recognize, promote and encourage further innovation and leadership in “finance, 
environment and society” towards a more sustainable future for Australia. More information about the Foundation 
or the Awards can be obtained from www.banksiafdn.com. 
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For further information contact; 

Graz van Egmond, CEO of the Banksia Foundation, T: 0419 101 248 E: graz@banksiafdn.com 

 
About the 2016 Banksia Sustainability Awards Program 
 
The Environment Minister’s Award for a Cleaner Environment: Science and Research 
The Environment Minister’s Award for a Cleaner Environment: Community Environmental Leadership 
 
Banksia Category Awards- all eligible for the Banksia Gold Award 
 
Banksia Communication for Change Award  
Banksia Food for Sustainable Thought Award 
Banksia Indigenous Leadership for Sustainability Award 
Banksia Large Business Sustainability Leadership Award sponsored by NSW Office of the Environment and Heritage 
Banksia Leadership in the Circular Economy Award sponsored by Cleanaway 
Banksia Mindful Movement Award sponsored by RACV 
Banksia Natural Capital Award sponsored by NAB 
Banksia Small to Medium Business Sustainability Leadership Award sponsored by Australia Post 
Banksia Smart Award sponsored by Mirvac 
Banksia Sustainable Cities Award sponsored by City of Melbourne 
Banksia Sustainable & Resilient Communities Award sponsored by IAG 
 


